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extraordinary in it, away they went to their cunning
men, their southsayers and magicians, to inquire of
them the meaning and interpretation of these dreams.

Now bring all these circumstances together, and
you will find the Devil subtilely insinuating dreams
into the heads of princes and great men, and then,
by like dreams, communicating to his correspondents
those very dreams, and what interpretations they
should make of them.

This was a particular favour done in aid of those
magicians who were more than ordinarily in his
good graces ; and no doubt it gave them a particu-
lar reputation at court, and in the opinion of the
people ; as having a more than ordinary under-
standing in hidden matters, or having a very parti-
cular intelligence in the secret and reserved part of
nature, or a correspondence in the world of spirits.

Ali Albrahazen, a Persian wizard, had doubtless
this intercourse with the Devil, if what I have to
say of him is true. He was, it seems, a Sabian by
birth, and had obtained a wonderful reputation for
Ms witchcraft; the same which I suppose the Scrip-
ture calls enchantments, in the case of the magicians
of Egypt, when Moses and Aaron came to work mi-
racles before Pharaoh; he, you may suppose, was
sent for by the king of Persia upon some extraordi-
nary occasion, such as the interpretation of a dream,
or of some apparition like that of Belshazzar's hand-
writing, or some meteor or eclipse, and he never
failed to give them great satisfaction on such occa-
sions. For whether his accounts were true or false,
he always delivered them in such ambiguous terms,
that something of what he predicted might be sure
to be deduced from his words, and so seem to im-
port that he had effectually revealed it, whether he
had really done so or not.

This Ali, (so fame tells you,) being in the desert
wandering by himself, and musing much upon the